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二、课程目标与任务

英语口语课的目标是通过大量的口语练习和实践，培养学生主动开口讲英语的热情和习惯。逐步培养和提高学生用英语进行口头交际的能力，使学生能利用已掌握的英语，比较清楚地表达自己的思想；能就听到的语段进行回答和复述，能就日常生活话题进行交谈，做到正确表达思想，语音，语调自然；能运用交际策略绕过难点达到交际目的；能准确掌握如何询问，请求，建议，忠告等交际功能；能在不同的场合，对不同的人用恰当、得体的语言形式去体现不同的交际功能。同时帮助学生了解主要英语国家的文化背景和生活习俗，培养学生的跨文化交际能力。

三、课程主要内容、要求及学时分配

	序号
	主要内容
	基本要求
	学时分配

	1
	A good beginning is half done 
	1. Recognize people’s cultural identities via verbal and nonverbal cues.
2. Starting intercultural interaons from peripheral topics
	 5（含3实践学时）

	2
	Learn the ropes at your college
	1. Reducing cultural uncertainty by merging with the local community.

2. Enriching intercultural experience by learning varying rules and practices across cultures.
	5（含3实践学时）

	3
	Time flies, but you are the pilot
	1. Understanding concepts of time in different cultures.

2. Developing intercultural friendships through discussion of time management problems.
	5（含3实践学时）

	4
	A penny saved is a penny earned
	1. Exploring diverse consumption values across cultures.
2. Finding survival gimmicks in a host culture.
	5（含3实践学时）

	5
	A different language is a different vision of life
	1. Comparing college admission systems in China and the US.
2. Exploring the cultural significance of acquiring a new language.
	5（含3实践学时）


四、主要教学方法与手段

由于该课程是一门单项语言技能训练课程，主要采用教师启示式及学生自主式学习方式。学生是语言的实践主体，教师主要起到对教学活动的策划、组织、指导、监督和评估作用。教学活动主要包括试听材料模仿和学习，对子练习，小组讨论，大组汇报，复述，表演，游戏等。学生在生动有趣的学习氛围中，创作性的语言实践活动中，了解和熟悉不同的表达模式，强化交际互动能力，大胆开口讲英语。

TEACHING  METHODOLOGY 
[1] Active Learning – using a variety of fun activities [see below]
[2] Self-directed learning - inspiration and motivation and personalizing ‘homework’

[3] Consolidating – 'repeat, re-use, re-cycle' – building on what they know 

[4] Incorporating the nine principles of TESOL [see below]
[5] Striking the right balance: Communication, Fluency, Accuracy, Clarity, Pronunciation and Intonation
[1] ACTIVE LEARNING

Participating actively in the learning process makes the educational experience more meaningful for students and stimulates intrinsic motivation. It is a self-evident truth that what we do best is what we love doing and are passionate about. Key factors in children’s learning are fun and enjoyment and this, I believe, applies equally to college students.

Active learning, as the word indicates, requires activity. Therefore I propose to use a variety of activities and strategies. The basic purpose of the activities is to develop the students’ oral language skills but they will also serve to build rapport within the group and between teacher and student. The following are some examples of activities that will be used, in which the students take a leading role.

1. Role play of real life (social) scenes – meeting and greeting, introductions, asking directions, seeking help, etc. etc.

2. Impromptu questions to the teacher – What, When, Why, Who, Where, Which, How?  Do you? Did you? Will you? Was it? Is it? Will it? etc
3. Re-telling of simple stories, events, jokes, funny incidents

4. ‘Simon says’ game – student as Simon
5. John Paul Jones Circles – interviewing – random mingling of students

6. Word games, tongue twisters and card games

7. ‘Here we go round the Mulberry Bush’ – adding new verses from each student

8. Impromptu dramatization – expressing feelings and emotions – The Lion and the Zebra

9. Memorisation: Songs, and poems in English - five poems and ten songs
10. Impromptu class discussion – topical and seasonal events
11. Debating teams – student-selected topics

12. Celebrating difference – exploring China’s customs and cultures - ethnic minority groups - music, dance,  etc.

13. Dictation – listening exercises 

14. Spot the mistake exercises – students watching out for common mistakes in pronunciation amongst themselves

15. Mime – explain what the mime artist is trying to convey.
16. 'Blindfold' game - building an 'adjective' vocabulary
17. Students giving a presentation on a topic of their choice -life stories, dreams etc.

18. Elementary Science lessons - explanation and discussion

19. Chinese’s festivals and western festivals– comparisons / discussion- Irish DVDs

20. Current affairs in College – Sports meeting, concerts, shows, competitions etc.

21. Extra curricular activities. Song class, English corner (Walk and Talk)

[2] SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING

Understanding and appreciating the reason and logic behind what we do increases our interest and enhances our motivation in subject area. Each lesson will contain a little bit of theory, in relation to language development i.e. 75% of social communication is non-verbal, and so on. Understanding (a) How children acquire their native language, (b) How consonants sounds are formed, (c) How consonants are blended, (d) How the tongue has to learn new habits when learning a second language, (e) How the brain processes new information etc. will advance students' uptake of the language. 
An inspirational atmosphere: 

“A good teacher is one who inspires”. Building rapport, developing self-confidence and self-esteem, creating a conducive learning environment, promoting enthusiasm, encouraging co-operation and collaboration, ensuring an inclusive atmosphere for all; these are the core elements of my educational convictions and teaching methodologies.
Developing confidence:

Building self-confidence in every student is a key factor to their success in Oral English. In this regard a few basic truths might help build self-confidence:

[a] 'Native-like' pronunciations or foreign accents should not be the goal of students of a second language. We will simply strive to be clear and intelligible and accept that China-English is beginning to finds its own place in the modern world. Fluency and clarity, therefore, are more important than 'native-like' pronunciations.
[b] Everybody, including native English speakers, makes mistakes in grammar and syntax, uses words in a wrong context, or uses incorrect idioms from time to time. Having the courage to take risks with the language is half the battle.

[c] English accents vary greatly from country to country and many ‘slang’ words, incorrect pronunciations and colloquialisms are used. These are 'OK' in informal contexts but not in formal contexts. The spelling differences between UK and US might also warrant some discussion.

[3] CONSOLIDATION

Consolidation is a key element in learning a second language. Consolidation consists of three ‘R’s - repeat, re-use and re-cycle, with each new class building on previous classes. In re-cycling the language activities the students feel they are on familiar ground and grow in confidence and continue to build on to what they already know. It also gives the quieter students a second chance to participate in the activities and thereby feel included in the group. 

[4] THE NINE TESOL PRINCIPLES

Incorporating the nine principles of TESOL into each lesson is an essential part teaching and learning a second language. They represent a foundation upon which to build and implement effective lesson plans.  

The Nine Principles are:

[1] Personalisation - students expressing their opinions, feelings, attitudes, hopes and fears, likes and dislikes, dreams, etc. 
[2]. Pace of activities - setting the right pace and pitch and keeping a watchful eye. 

[3] Variety - 'variety is the spice of life' 
[4] Interesting Topics - boredom and tedium are hallmarks of a bad teacher 

[5] Collaboration - collaboration brings better all round results than competition 

[6]. Individualisation - working on a solitary basis is also important - self-reliance
[7] Open-endedness - gives students freedom in choosing appropriate phrases 

[8] Setting up Routines - both teachers and students like established routines
[9] Enlarging the Circle - ensuring that all students participate and feel included.
[5] STRIKING THE RIGHT BALANCE

All lessons will maintain a clear focus on: communication, fluency, clarity, accuracy and pronunciation

Communication: The primary purpose of language is, of course, communication and as such can be conducted at various levels. Research informs us that up to 75% of casual conversation is non-verbal, i.e. ‘body language’, with only about 25% dependent on the spoken word. But within this 25% students of a second language must strive for perfection, as far as possible in grammar, syntax and pronunciation. 

Fluency: Fluency requires a great deal of practice. To this end I will advise all students to select a critical and committed friend with whom to practice every day, expanding the scope and depth of their conversation to the point where they begin ‘to think in English’.

Accuracy: While accuracy is an important facet of acquiring a second language, an overemphasis on accuracy may hinder the students’ fluency. Nevertheless, much emphasis will be placed on accurate expressions.

Clarity: Clarity is often enhanced by the simplicity of the words and phrases used. Attempting to use a lot of ‘big’ words and convoluted sentences only serves to cloud the points being made.

Knowing where to place the emphasis in a sentence is an important learning point for students of a second language. To this end, a study of the natural rhythm of songs is very helpful. Students’ ears become tuned in to the stress patterns of the language simply by singing rhythmic songs. The singing of English Songs will be an important part of every class.

Pronunciation: ‘Native-like pronunciations’ is an ambitious target for any student of a second language, so we will simply strive to be clear and intelligible.

An understanding of how some English sounds, not found in Chinese speech, are formed will be helpful. The “r” and “th” sounds are a good example.

五、课程考核和成绩评定

课程考核方式：平时考核与期末考试相结合

成绩评定：平时成绩（60%）+ 期末闭卷考试（40%）
Assessment will be on a continuous basis over the duration of the semester.
Classroom performance [50% of final mark] – all students will be encouraged to take part in a variety of classroom activities, which will include storytelling, discussion, debate, dramatization, interviewing and textbook lessons. Students' accuracy, fluency and pronunciation will be noted at all times.
